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Searching before Google

Introduction:

All search engines that are considered a true search engine need to have a crawler, an index and a search interface. As Battele takes a look back searching before Google, he makes sure to underline the innovations and mistakes that search engines made before the rise of Google.

Archie and Veronica:

Archie and Veronica were the first two real search engines. At a time when the Internet was a place only explored by Technicians and academics, Archie and Veronica proved to be a common resource between these two distinctive groups. One of the limitations that Archie and Veronica had were that both search engines could only document the files title. 

Wanderer and WebCrawler:

Wanderer was successful in crawling in as many sites as possible. Its main objective at the time was to have the biggest index possible. WebCrawler on other hand was able to innovate the idea of having links pointing to a page as well as being able to crawl full documents. One of the limitations of both search engines was that it did not provide quality results. At a time when the Internet was steadily growing both these search engines were not able to filter their results properly.

AltaVista:

AltaVista was the Google of its era. Originated from DEC, a hardware selling company, AltaVista was able to serve billion of surfers with productive results as well as provide DEC with tremendous publicity. Unfortunately AltaVista came across many problems that it couldn’t solve. For example DEC company could not keep up with the PC business. Also AltaVista did not know how to generate money from search. In addition, AltaVista was only able to supply surfers with first generation search. Due to these problems and some others AltaVista was not able to fully blossom. AltaVista still has a quality search engine and will always be remembered for being the very first good search engine.

Lycos:

Created by Michael Mauldin from CMU in 1994, Lycos was able to bring some successful innovations to the table. Lycos was the first search engine to use anchor text to get a better meaning of the existing page. This innovation also helped search engines with their crawling. For example if a web page had an anchor text on its page the index did not have to crawl the page that the anchor text linked to but at same time its users were still able access that page. One of the mistakes Lycos committed was that it became into a Portal without continuing to grow as its search interface.

Excite:

Created by 6 Stanford Alumni, Excite become a competitive search engine around the same time the Internet took off. Responsible for creating the first search engine with keyword-based search, Excite was able to group words with underlying concepts. Excite first search engine that really focused on improving semantics. For example due to the confusing polysemy and synonyms in the English language, Excite was able to gather a group of people and group terms and word relationships by their meanings. For example prior to Excite if a surfer was searching for search engines Google, Yahoo and Excite wouldn’t show up because the word search engine isn’t listed anywhere on these existing pages. Excite was also responsible for creating MyExcite. MyExcite gave surfers the ability to custom make its own web page with information, weather report and news.

Although Excite’s great innovations it still made the same mistakes as Lycos and veered away from search.

Yahoo:

Yahoo started with two Stanford engineering students trying to delay there Doctoral thesis. They entered a fantasy basketball league and end up crawling different pages with quality stats of basketball players. Yahoo was not a typical search engine actually it was a directory. A web page that grouped similar topics together and gave surfers quality sites from these grouped topics. Yahoo was also using AltaVista search engine to provide surfers with results. Yahoo was responsible with creating Hubs, “what’s hot” and many other things. Yahoo is still one of the most frequent used search engines because of its fun, mainstream friendly like search engine/directory. 

