Discussion January 16, 2007

The Database of Intentions: Chapter 1

· Definitions and Introductory Notes

· In 199 there were a lot of money focused mini inernet companies starting up which all went bankrupt after the hit on the business world on September 11. Google was one of the few companies that were hiring during such harsh times. 

· Database: 

· tool that helps you store data. You can..

· Load Data (the data is loaded and separated into a variable amount of columns/categories)

· Query Data (search within in the loaded data)

· Get Results

· Google has a huge database which is measured in bytes

· The database is way too large for everyday databases such as access,  and it is to large for one machine to store

· 2 forms of Data:

· Structured: (MS-access, Oracle)  bullet pointed fact oriented information

· Unstructured: (google) Webpages

· Orders of magnitude: difference in exponents on a variable 

· Crawling: The copying and indexing of pages on the world wide web to a personal database

· ZEIGEST 

· Shows top searched terms/ the terms which were entered into the search box most frequently

·  Collects and reports information based on the frequency of terms entered with out taking into consideration who was entering the term

· Google does however have data about who’s searching for what and when

· DBI (Database of intentions)

· Structured data about who searches for what @ what time, etc.

· Google obtains this information by logging entered queries, creating a database which is continually growing

· It is not specific to Google it can exist at any interface with a search engine

· Google can use the DBI  for a variety of things including to find out what people are interested in and current fads as well as personalization

· Google can abuse DBI  by using it to pin=point “households” and individual searches because that when privacy and ethics issues come to hand.

· Technological and Social Advances that made it possible to store and Query the DBI

· The cost of storing data decreased 

· Hard drives and the processing of information became a lot faster

· The national social expansion of computer and internet use

· “ Search as a problem is about 5% solved” –Udi Manber (University of Arizona (Amazon(CEO of A9.com(Google)

· There is a lot of potential for search and we haven’t begun to see the potential impact of it

· It a large potential growth 

· Currently: if you want to express something you have to do it through keywords

· The query interface follows a protocol and is restrictive 

· Some believe that to answer queries more efficiently you would need human understanding i.e. AI

